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Austrian People's Party : ; 


The APP in Tyrol is fast losing ground as the result of bad leadership. With 
Dr. Platsgumeer'’s resiguetion from the chairmanzhip, this leaderahlp question 
hae agpin come inte the foreground. As a result of the lack of any suitable 
guccesgor, possessing the necessary political experience and simultaneously 


ing the respect of the various groupinga, the party lw today tern by 


the intrigues of second-rate politicians thireting for power. 


At the| head of the intriguera is Professor Dr. Gamper. At the annual son- 


feranc 


® of the OAAB (Cesterreichischer Arboiter- und Angestellter-Bund) on 


13 Ostober 1946, Gemper succeeded in sengolidating hie position. He was reo 
eleoted chairsan and managed to remove his opponent, Inusbruck’s Deputy Mayor 
Ketter, from the vice-chairmanuship in favor of e simple worker, a certain Eriler. 
Kotter, however, remaina on the executive board of the OAAB, Another opponent 
of Gasper's, a certain Tipetech, was removed from the executive board. Gasper 
guffered a rewerse when hie candidate for chief exsoutive officer, Ernat 


howevre 
group 


hamare wae passed over in favor of Reiner of the Labor Chanter. In gensral, 


» the outcome of the conference is a wietery of Gauver's PeGeutouary: 
wor the wore progrescive wing. ; 


Gamper| acered another vistery when, at a session of the excautive board of 
the APF, he was appointed acting chairman of the party, pending the appoint= 
mont of a auccesaer to Dro Platzsgummer. ‘The poet of acting chairmen should 


- have gone to Lendesrat Muigg, the peasaut leader, as firgt deputy chairman: 
but heues 


x waited until the very end of the meeting, when Muigg and his friends 


had left, before reising the question of the temporary chairmanship. Aa a 


result) of this maneuver, he got the appointment. 


29X1A6a 


1% seomsa thet Gamper realises that his chances of being confirmed as chair 
man of| the party . Consequently, he is sponsoring his brother- 
in-law, Grissle. I | Comment: For further information on Grissle 


and Dr, Gamper, aco 25X1A2g 


Workin 
the 


Rieeael the oandidate of the younger and more liberal 61 


Common: For further information om the APP in Tyrol, se 


p aeainest him is the “grey eminence” of the APP in Tyrol, Hare Bador,95\x1AGa 
1 who discovered and made Kurt Schuschnigg. Bador is aponsoring Dr. 
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6. _Landeshauptaann Weissgatterer refused to camult himself, He merely assured 
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Gamper would not be elected, 


The electipn of the new cheirman is due to. take place at the arnual APF agleo 
tates confprence, scheduled for 17 Novenber 1946. Both Chancellor Fiz] and 
State Seerptary Gref have announced their intention of visiting the Tyrol to. 
attend thin conference. 


Major Frank ifolling 

Major Molline is another of the intricuers, His closest aasociatea today are 
Ure Hens Blaas, who attacked Gruber in front of the Innsbruck Landheus on 27 
September 3946, end Landesrat or, Oberhofer ,who is about to retire Srom the 
fyrolean Government. These three are still working for an independent ond 
autononous| Tyrol, They are wlso still out for Gruber 's blood, collecting 
material arainst him and seeking out anybody who is prepared to spank againat 
hime An associate of this -roup is apparently the Dr. Grossmann. w+om the 
Freneh once brought to Inusbruck as Solice Director ané who is nuw working 
for them in Jaden, Recently, Grossmenn told en acquaintance whom he met on 
the Arlberg express that the salvation of tyrel lay in the appointment of 


“oiling as| Lanceshaustmann. 


ye 


ey fy rolean vundediet 

fhe SP in Tyrol has decided to nominate Ludwig, Klein, editor of their local 
newspapes |vio Volkszeitune , as the Socialist Bundesret for Tyrol, Klein's 
nomination |will be submitted to the next session of the Tyrolean Diet. ‘The 
AP’ deputies have decided te vote neither for nor srainst him. They will, 
however» heeaae hig naaination on the erounds that a Tyrolean worker would 
have been mera suitable than “a Viennese Jew" who has lived in Tyrol for 
little morg then a year, 
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the SP is orofiting from the present disinteyration of the APP. It has ree 
aeived a tzenendous boost throurh ita overwhelming success in the railroad 
aaployees' lelections «nd is convinced that it will be returned to power at 
the next eaneval eleations. ‘foday it is seeking to win over some of the more 
respected ani progressive AP? sup orterr dy asauring thea that the forthe 
coming socdalist goverment will be drawn exclusively from the party's moder 
ate wing. In this 14 is meeting with a certain success; some of those whom 
it has approuched argue that 16 is better to seek to exercise a reatreining 


influence an the SP than to continue ‘their vain attempts to resuscitate the 
APP. 
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ame: cares 


Local morale is deterioratine daily. On top of the blow concerning the status 
of the South Tyrol end the scatnstrephic food situation, oame the electric 
power crisis. This, incidentally. strensthened the separatist movement in 
fyrol, and) caused bivter complaints against Vienna, Chancellor Fig! wrote 

to frollessor femper, reprimanding him for an article attacking Vienne, 


The vonmunists are naturally doing their best to exploit the situation, in- 
ereasing inde propeseanda efforts, crganizing food demonstrations, ete. Pare 
haps even more cancerous are the Nazis who are preaching everywhere the ad« 
vantages of dictatorship. Tho ery for "a stron man" to take over is daly 
growing lowder; while from Vormer antieNazis such remarks us "It would have 
been better, afser all, hed we won the war" oan be heard everywhere. 
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